
 

On-line Planning Methods course this spring 
 

In an attempt to better meet the needs for planning education in the Idaho, we are excited to offer 

our first fully online planning course! Ed Jepson, AICP, one of the authors of the new book, 

Fundamentals of Plan Making, has agreed to teach our graduate Planning Methods course in an 

online format. The course will focus on the “nuts and bolts” of planning and what you can do to 

help communities prepare a strategy for effectively organizing and responding to the challenges 

of the present and the future.  
 

The course will be open to students and practitioners and will be available on January 13. We 

anticipate that within two years, we will offer all our core planning courses online. If you are 

interested in registering for the course, want more information about the course or future online 

courses, please send an e-mail to the head of the program, Jaap Vos, at jvos@uidaho.edu. Below 

we have included some additional information about the content of the course.  

 

The course covers a wide range of topics and 

methods that relate to the preparation of a 

comprehensive plan. It is organized into ten 

modules that explain the purpose of the 

comprehensive plan; the basic methods for 

analyzing and planning a community’s 

housing, environment, economy, public 

facilities, and transportation system; and the 

process of preparing a comprehensive plan. 

 

While broad in its coverage, the course is 

detailed in its treatment of specific methods 

and techniques.  You will learn how to access 

data from key websites and convert it into 

information that is useful for planning 

purposes.  You will develop analytical skills 

through the use of a variety of quantitative 

methods to evaluate community conditions.  

And you will gain knowledge about the 

interrelatedness that defines a community’s 

success, as well as the role that planners play 

in discovering and enhancing the form that 

underlies that success. 
 

The course content consists of a series of audio lectures and quizzes that correspond to the chapters 

of the textbook, Fundamentals of Plan Making – Methods and Techniques.  Work products include 

short papers, method projects, organized discussions and a final project. 
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