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Who We Are

OUR MISSION: To save the 
land that sustains us by 
protecting farmland, 
promoting sound farming 
practices, and keeping 
farmers on the land



Today’s Agenda

✓ What’s causing farmland loss? 
✓ Farms Under Threat findings
✓ Planning for agriculture: tools and methods
✓ Self-reflection: Is your community farm friendly? 
✓ Orientation to Farmland Information Center planning 

resources



What is Farms 
Under Threat? 

AFT’s multi-year initiative to document 
the status of and threats to America’s 
agricultural land while offering policy 
solutions to save that land. 
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Our Approach



Drivers of Agricultural Land Conversion



Poorly Planned 
Development



Weakening Ag Viability

Photo by Howard Owens/The Batavian



Impending 
Transfer of Land

 40% of U.S. ag land is owned 
by seniors aged 65 and older 



Climate Change





Visualizing the Threats



Spatial 
Modeling 
Approach

1. Map land use, with a special focus on 
agricultural lands



The Agricultural Landscape of the United States (2016)



Spatial 
Modeling 
Approach

1. Map land use, with a special focus on 
agricultural lands

2. Identify the best agricultural lands



Productivity, Versatility, and Resiliency



Nationally Significant Agricultural Land



Spatial 
Modeling 
Approach

1. Map land use, with a special focus on 
agricultural lands

2. Identify the best agricultural lands

3. Map conversion of agricultural lands, ‘01-16



• “Built-up” or developed areas of 
residential, commercial, and 
industrial use 

• Includes oil and gas well pads and 
solar panel installations

Urban and Highly 
Developed (UHD)



• New analysis developed for Farms 
Under Threat

• Ranges from less-dense subdivisions 
to rural areas where residential use 
is intensifying

• Fragmentation

• Limits options for working farms and 
ranches

Low-Density 

Residential (LDR)



Development Threatens Each State’s Best Agricultural Land

•From 2001–2016, the U.S. converted 11 million acres of 
agricultural land
• = all the land planted to fruits, nuts and vegetables in 2017
• = 2000 acres/day

• Low-density residential land use is a major threat
• 4 million acres → urban and highly developed land use
• Nearly 7 million acres → low-density residential land use

•4.4 million acres of the total conversion occurred on Nationally 
Significant agricultural land



Development Threatens Each State’s Best Agricultural Land



Total Conversion (2001-2016)

Acres Converted Percent Converted 



Farmland Conversion in Idaho 2001 - 2016

68,823 acres of Farmland
Developed and Compromised

.5% of Farmland 
Developed and Compromised



Development Threatens 
Idaho’s Best Agricultural Land

▪ 80% of ag land converted was Idaho’s 
best quality farmland

▪ 26% was Nationally Significant

▪ Idaho’s best land was 300 times more 
likely to be converted than other ag lands



55% of Idaho land 
converted was converted 
to “Low Density 
Residential” (LDR) 
development -- 37k acres

Land in LDR areas in 2001 
was 122 times as likely to 
be converted to urban 
development by 2016

LDR Poses a Serious Threat





4.4 Million Acres of Nationally Significant Land Were Converted

Assessing the Policy Response 



Agricultural Land 
Protection Scorecard

• Assesses efforts to protect 
and retain agricultural land

• Focuses on 6 approaches

• Rates program performance 
and states’ overall response



Programs & Policies

• Purchase of Agricultural 
Conservation Easements (PACE)

• Land Use Planning (LUP)

• Real Property Tax Relief

• Agricultural Districts

• Farm Link

• State Leasing



Land Use Planning & 
Farmland Protection

• State actions to manage growth 
and protect agricultural land

• PACE Programs

• Agricultural Districts

Photo by the Oregon Department of 
Land Conservation and Development



Every State Responded
All Could Do More

Idaho’s Score: 
15 out of 100

Highest Score: 
59 out of 100
(New Jersey)



Idaho’s Scorecard



www.farmland.org/
farmsunderthreat

https://csp-fut.appspot.com/
https://csp-fut.appspot.com/




Call to Action



Comparing 
Threat to 
Response



1. Analyze and Map Ag Land 
Trends and Conditions

2. Strengthen/Adopt a Suite of 
Coordinated Policies

3. Support Farm Viability and 
Access to Land 

4. Plan for Agriculture, Not Just 
Around It

5. Save the Best, but Don’t Forget 
the Rest

What States Can Do



Idaho’s Hot Spots of Ag Land 
Conversion

▪ 70% of Idaho’s conversion occurred in 
four hot spots

▪ Spreading out from cities and towns, 
claiming the state’s best farmland



Boise
24,300 acres converted

~35% of state total
(Ada and Canyon Counties)

Kootenai

Twin Falls

Idaho Falls

Kootenai
9,500 acres converted ~15% of 

state total
(Kootenai County)



Twin Falls
4,100 acres converted

~5% of state total
(Twin Falls and Jerome Counties)

Idaho Falls
9,400 acres converted

~15% of state total
(Bonneville, Jefferson, and Madison 

Counties)

Kootenai

Twin Falls

Idaho Falls



There are over

3.5 times
as many senior producers

as young producers in 
Idaho

13,952
producers
65 and older

3,882
producers

younger than 35



Plan for Agriculture, Not Just Around it!



Why Plan for Agriculture?

Create jobs and support local economies

Direct growth toward existing infrastructure

Save land for future generations of farmers and ranchers

Support ag viability and community food systems

Idaho’s Agriculture =
▪ $7.5 billion of ag products sold
▪ $27.7 billion of direct economic output
▪ 155,859 jobs in ag-related industries



Protect
Ag Lands

Promote
Conservation

Sustain Farming 
& Ranching 



Protect Farmland

▪ Address agriculture as a desired land use in your Comp Plan 

▪ Implement your plans with ag-supportive zoning and local 
ordinances

▪ Permanently protect farmland and ranchland

Photo by Patrick Sweeney



Ways to Support Agriculture in your Comp Plan 

▪ Include farming and ranching 
in your vision and/or purpose 
statement

▪ Identify and map important ag 
lands and ag related 
infrastructure

▪ Ensure neighboring land uses 
are compatible with 
agriculture

“ … Fremont County’s local economy is 
strong because the County recognizes 
its potential for economic development 
including recreation and tourism, 
businesses retention, entrepreneurship, 
and value added agriculture.  …

Profitable family operated working 
farms and ranches are essential to 
maintain the rural western heritage and 
culture of Fremont County … “



Types of Ag-Friendly Zoning and Land use Ordinances

▪ Ag protection or cluster zoning

▪ Ag overlay districts

▪ Right-to-farm and other ordinances to 
reduce conflicts between neighbors

▪ Urban growth boundaries



Tools to Achieve Permanent Protection

▪ Purchase of Ag Conservation 
Easements (aka Development Rights)

▪ Transfer of Development Rights

▪ Mitigation Ordinances



Sustain Agriculture

▪ Address allowable/ accessory uses: 
agritourism, value added processing

▪ Engage experts to advise on ag 
economic development and/or support 
marketing and infrastructure 
development or participate in Farm to 
Institution

▪ Provide tax relief



Promote Natural Resource Conservation

▪ Maintain integrity of natural 
systems keeping ag in mind

▪ Streamline regulations between 
federal, state and local authorities

▪ Support conservation districts, 
conservation planning and 
nutrient management to help 
producers steward their land



Development Threatens 
Idaho’s Best Agricultural Land

▪ 80% of ag land converted was Idaho’s 
best quality farmland

▪ 26% was Nationally Significant

▪ Idaho’s best land was 300 times more 
likely to be converted than other ag lands

Questions?



Photo by Patrick Sweeney

https://bit.ly/3nykf81

http://bap-home.net/gfc/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2013/06/FarmChecklist_AFT_GFC_Community-Guide_lo_res_11-2017.pdf


Saving the Land that Sustains Us

www.farmland.org

www.farmlandinfo.org

Saving the Land that Sustains Us

http://www.farmland.org/
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/

